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Interruption of Study Policy

1. Introduction and Scope
An interruption of study is an extended period of authorised absence from a course. It may be:

i. required by the University on grounds relating to the student’s health and/or well-being, in
accordance with the procedure described in the LSDM’s Support for Study Policy; or

ii. granted by, and at the discretion of, the Head of Academic Affairs at the request of a student
on grounds of the student’s personal circumstances. Such personal circumstances may
include illness on the part of the student, illness or death on the part of a close relative of
the student, financial difficulties, maternity or adoption, or other circumstances which have
the potential to impact significantly on the student’s studies.

2. Principles

2.1 Students required to interrupt their studies on health grounds may be required to provide
evidence that they are fit to resume their studies before they rejoin the course.

2.2 Aninterruption of study is not to be confused with, or used as a substitute for, deferral of an
assessment due to mitigating circumstances (see Mitigating Circumstances Regulations).

2.3 Interruptions will initially be approved for a period of no longer than one year and will normally
be approved for a period of not less than a term. Students are entitled to apply for further successive
periods of interruption, with approval given by, and at the discretion of the Head of Academic Affairs
on a year-by-year basis.

2.4 In addition to the regulations governing maximum periods of enrolment contained in the
Academic Regulatory Framework Regulation, no student may interrupt their studies for a total of
more than two years over the duration of their course. A student who exhausts this maximum period
of interruption and is unable or unwilling to return to their studies will have their enrolment
terminated. Such students may be eligible for an Exit Award.

2.5 Where a student begins a period of interruption in the middle of a unit and before completing
the assessment requirements for that unit, no credit will be awarded and the student, upon
returning to their studies, will be required to rejoin at the start of the uncompleted unit(s).

2.6 Upon return from interruption, a student will be permitted to undertake reassessment as
determined by the Board of Examiners concurrently with any uncompleted units for that stage.
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2.7 Where, upon return from interruption, the curriculum the student had previously been studying
is no longer available, the student will be transferred on to the new curriculum and will be offered
units to the nearest credit volume to that required to pass their existing stage of studies.

3. Process

3.1 Students wishing to interrupt their studies should have an initial conversation with their tutor to
discuss all available options.

3.2 To apply for an interruption of study, students should complete a ‘Change of Status’ form
available from the Regulations menu on the Campus Online.

3.3 The completed form should be returned to the Student Office who will forward it to the Head of
Academic Affairs for authorisation.

3.4 Once authorised, the period of interruption will start and end on the dates stated on the ‘Change
of Status’ form.

3.5 During a period of interruption a student is not normally entitled to access any of the LSDM'’s
services or systems.
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